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Water With Blessings               

www.waterwithblessings.org 
 
 
Mission 
The mission of Water With Blessings is to partner with others to bring clean water 
for those who lack it, especially families with young children. Mothers are at the 
heart of their mission. 
 
The Problem 
Safe water is a fundamental human right. Yet, around the planet, people of all 
ages fall ill and die because of contaminated water. The World Health 
Organization attributes two million deaths annually to unsafe water, sanitation 
and hygiene. Water is available, at a price. But this price is beyond the scope of 
most of who need it. 

Too often families must choose: food or water? Medicine or water? 
Transportation or water? School supplies or water? Tap water is a luxury many 
do not have, and bottled drinking water is not a long-term solution. Not to 
mention, bottled drinking water has a negative environmental impact.  
 
A Solution 
Their solution to the water crisis is simple: an inexpensive, home-based filtration 
system, a willing community and others like the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati. 
The Sawyer company created a system that functions much like kidney dialysis 
does to filter out impurities in the water, leaving clean, drinkable water. 

The medical-grade filtration system from Sawyer is small, portable, easy-to-use, 
reliable and inexpensive. The filters are certified for “0.1 micron absolute” making 
it impossible for harmful bacteria, protozoa, or cysts like E. coli, Giradia, Vibrio 
cholerae and Salmonella typhi (which cause Cholera and Typhoid) to pass 
through. 
 
This filtration system is gravity operated in design, uses no chemicals and has a 
fast flow rate. The system filters around 170 gallons of water per day and can last 
a decade without needing to be replaced. It is simple to install, use and maintain. 
 

Mothers as Community Leaders 
In developing countries, mothers are the caretakers of the home, the 
guardians and protectors of their families and are already striving to create 
the best possible life for their children. By equipping mothers with a simple, 
in-home filtration system and teaching them clean water habits, those who 
work with Water With Blessings are able to provide them with the means to 
protect not only their family but also their neighbors from deadly water. 
 
 

http://www.srcharitycinti.org/opjic.htm
http://www.waterwithblessings.org/
https://sawyer.com/
https://sawyer.com/products/sawyer-point-zerotwo-bucket-purifier-assembly-kit/
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How it Works 
The mothers in a community gather in circles of support. Each mother must 
be willing to accept the responsibility of housing a filtration system and 
filtering water for three households, in addition to her own. The filtration 
systems are distributed, generally, via a random drawing to a few mothers 
in the circle. These mothers receive training for use of the filtration system 
and learn about the importance of clean water usage for drinking and 
around the household. In return for receiving the filters, each mother 
commits herself to a ministry of the Living Word through the kind act of 
sharing clean water for at least six months. They call themselves Water 
Women. 
 
Water With Blessings does not proselytize and they do not expect the 
mothers to do so either. Rather, they believe that actions speak louder than 
words. These mothers have accepted a commitment to share the clean 
water with a joyful heart and in doing so, Water With Blessings believes 
they are examples of Christ’s presence. 

 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati Partnering with 
Water With Blessings 
 
The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati (SC) see this proactive project as a 
combination of ministry, education, healthcare, empowerment of women, 
community building and a catalyst for systemic change. 
 

We involve the SC Family as advocates at several levels: 
 

 Praying for the Water Women and all who will benefit from their clean 
water. 

 

 Sponsoring a Water Woman. ($60/Water Woman as of January 2013) 
 

 Individually as a Sister, Associate, employee or friend of the SCs 
 “Going in together” as a group (prayer groups, book groups, SC 

congregational departments, friends, businesses, etc) 
 Local schools, universities and churches raising awareness and 

funds to sponsor Water Women 
 

 Financially supporting the project as a whole. This includes travel 
costs for the SC representatives to deliver the filtration kits, train the local 
Trainer, etc. 

 

 Traveling to the identified countries. There are opportunities for SCs 
and Associates to travel to personally introduce the filtration system, train 
Water Women and Trainers, assist with data collection, etc. 

 

http://www.srcharitycinti.org/opjic.htm
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 Becoming a Ministry Partner. The SC Santa Nino Project in Anapra, Mexico 
is a Ministry Partner, for example. 

 

 Becoming a Mission Partner. The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati/Office of 
Peace, Justice and Care for Creation (OPJCC) is a Mission Partner. 

 
As of March 2015, the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati have trained and/or 
sponsored Water Women via Water With Blessings in Mexico, Belize and Haiti. 
 

 
 

 
Anapra, Mexico 

 
 
 

 
Zabriko, Haiti 
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Water Woman: 
Typically a local woman, living where clean water is not easily and affordably accessible, who has 

child(ren) under five years old living in her household. 
 

She signs a covenant agreeing to share her clean water and new knowledge of clean water habits, for at 
least six months, with at least three other households. 

 
She meets once/month for 6 months with her group of Water Women who were trained together. 

 

Ministry Partner: 
A local entity (in our case, an organization where a Sister of Charity/SC Federation serves) that 

identifies one or two Trainers and potential Water Women. 
 

Arranges for a pick-up of buckets from a local store. Provides a place for the training of the Water 
Women and may provide a space for their monthly meetings. 

 
Works with the Trainer(s) in collecting Water Women data and getting that data to the Mission 
Partner in a timely manner. 

Trainer: 
Typically a local woman, living where clean water is not easily and affordably accessible, 

who can read and has been identified as a community leader. A trainer could also be a Sister 
living and serving in the community. 

 
She trains groups of (2-12) Water Women in 3-hour sessions. 

Mission Partner: 

Typically, an entity in the US (in our case, Sisters of Charity of Cinti/OPJCC) that has a committee or 
person who organizes the project. In our case, the representative is Debbie Weber, Director of the 

Office of Peace, Justice and Care for Creation. 
 

Raises funds to sponsor Water Women (includes filtration kit, training manual for the Trainers, 
instructions, support from Water With Blessings). 

 
Works with Water With Blessings and the Ministry Partner to secure buckets in the local community 

for the Water Women. 
 

Initially takes the filtration kits and manuals to the Ministry Partner, spends time with the designated 
Trainer(s) to make sure they are comfortable reading the training manual, and then oversees the 

Trainer(s) training one or more groups of Water Women. 
 

Witnesses the Water Women signing their covenants. Ensures all buckets are coded and have the 
names of the Water Women on them. Collects data such as the Water Women’s children's names and 
ages and enters this on a provided Water With Blessings spreadsheet in a timely manner. At this point 

the Mission Partner returns to the US. 
 

If additional filtration kits are needed, the Mission Partner secures funding, purchases kits and gets 
them to the Ministry Partner. 
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